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South Asian Geopolitics 

•  Subcontinent is one, insulated 
strategic unit 

•  Internal geography  
•  Diverse local cultures & political 

division 
•  Enabled foreigners to control 

subcontinent, even w/ small 
foothold 
•  Mughal invasion (via northwest) 
•  British invasion (via Calcutta) 

•  1947 Partition of  the Subcontinent 
•  7+ independent entities 
•  Could challenge New Delhi 
•  Serve as foothold for outsiders 

 ‘India’s Monroe Doctrine’ 



‘India’s Monroe Doctrine’ 
 

To ensure India’s security through the retention of  the 
subcontinent as India’s exclusive sphere of  influence 
 
•  Denying the autonomous tendencies of  India’s 

smaller South Asian neighbors, 
•  particularly if  they involved granting extra-regional 

powers a presence in South Asia 
 

 ‘India’s Monroe Doctrine’ 



 ‘India’s Monroe Doctrine’ 
Strategic Unity Lost 

•  India driven by Monroe Doctrine to dominate South Asia 
•  Separation of  Bangladesh; defense orientation against Pakistan 

•  Neighbors saw Delhi as hegemon whose will was to be 
resisted 
•  Intraregional trade only 3% of  total trade volume 
•  Joint resource management neglected due to distrust 

•  “Huge anti-India constituencies in neighboring 
countries” (Mohan, 2003) 
•  BNP, CPN (M), Pakistani military, Islamist militants 

•  China, US presence in South Asia 
Monroe Doctrine was resisted 

Subcontinent’s economic potential and stability 
consigned to history 

 



‘Looking Beyond’ 
Economic Shift 

Market Liberalization 
•  Previously closed economy was opened up to foreign investment.  
•  ‘License Raj’ system of  heavy domestic regulation was broken down, 

enhancing the private sector. 
•  Growth rate averaged 3.5% from the 1950s to 1980s, to 7%-9% in 2000s 
•  Foreign Institutional Investor (FII) inflows and foreign direct investment 

(FDI) 
•   7.2% of  GDP in 1990/91 to 36.6% in 2007/08 

•  Outflows and external investments equally noteworthy; 10% of  GDP in 2009. 

•  Market access became a central need 

Energy requirements 
•  1990: less than 7.8 quadrillion Btu 
•  2008: over 20 quadrillion btu; India world’s fourth largest consumer of  energy  
•  Domestic sources insufficient:  
•  Forced to look abroad for energy needs 

 



‘Looking Beyond’ 
Balancing China 
•  After 1962 war, relations froze; minor cold war  

•  proxy warfare; the nuclear realm; strategic balancing  
Today, rising China’s strategy:  
•  Inland buffers secured⎯Manchuria, Xinjiang, 

Mongolia, Tibet, and the southern forests of  
Cambodia and Myanmar  

•  China’s expansion 
•  Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
•  Africa and Middle East energy and 

military investments  
•  Indian Ocean presence to circumvent 

Malacca Strait 
•  Thailand: Kra Canal 
•  Myanmar: Road and Rail 
•  Pakistan: Road to Gwador 
•  Bangladesh: Port and basing rights?  
•  Sri Lanka: Hambantota Port 
•  Nepal: Road from Xigatse 



‘Looking Beyond’ 
A New Strategic Direction 

China’s offensive strategy + Market Access + Energy 
 è Looking beyond South Asia for 

strategic needs. 
 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

“Look East” 
-  Access to Markets 
-  Balancing China 

Singapore: Key source of  FDI  
Myanmar-Mizoram road  
Vietnam: Energy Resources and strengthened Navy 

 ASEAN+4; BIMSTEC; IOR-ARC 
Japan & Australia: Investments, Energy, “Quadripartite” 
Alliance (w/ US) to police the eastern Indian Ocean 

 
 
 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

Looking West 
•  Saudi Arabia, Qatar: Main source of  petroleum; natural 

gas 

•  Gulf Cooperation Council: Foreign exchange, 6 million 
Indian workers 

•  Israel: Established relations in 1992, relations based 
primarily on weapons acquisition (1st or 2nd largest arms 
supplier) 

•  Africa: Military training and energy investments (Sudan, 
Libya, Nigeria, etc) 

 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

United States: A Natural Alliance? 

•  Indian Diaspora changing the narrative 

•  India as market for American companies 

•  Counter-terrorism cooperation 

•  “Alliance” vs. Strategic Alignment 
•  Containing Beijing 

•  Militaries (Navies) most coordinated bureaucracies 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

A New Silk Road 
§  (Counter China) 
§  Limit Islamism in AfPak 
§  Access Markets and 

Energy 
Kazakhstan  
Uzbekistan 
Turkmenistan 
Tajikistan 

à Ayni Air Base 
 

Russia: Weapons, energy, and trade (North-South Corridor) 
Afghanistan: Curb Islamism, Access Central Asian resources 
Iran: Energy, access to Central Asia (via Chabahar Road); 

 Ends Pakistan’s monopoly on maritime trade to Afghanistan 
 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

Indian Naval Expansion 
•  Blue water capabilities 

•  Aircraft carrier, nuclear 
submarines 

•  Intelligence gathering, 
escort merchant ships, 
rescue missions, anti-piracy 

•  Maritime strategy: 
•  Seychelles, Mauritius, 

Madagascar, 
Mozambique, Gulf  of  
Aden 

•  Naval reorientation 
•  West to Eastern 

Command 
•  Port Blair, Andaman Islands 

•  Blockade Malacca in the event 
of China conflict 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

“India’s vision for the future…[has] been to expand India’s 
strategic space…engagement with [its] extended 

neighborhood⎯from South East Asia to Southern Africa⎯has 
become at once intense and broad ranging… 

“…relations with [its] neighbors…are poised for a positive 
transformation.” 

 - Pranab Mukherjee, fmr. Minister of  External Affairs, 2007 



‘Looking Beyond’ 
South Asian Threat Perceptions and Regional Integration 

 
India’s preeminent goal: to expand the trajectory of  its economic growth.  

(a) Connect with markets that lie beyond South Asia 
(b) Limit China’s regional presence, which could hinder that connectivity 
(c) maintain stability in the subcontinent, if  possible by extending the benefits 
of  its own economic growth.  
èNew Delhi requires cooperation, not isolation or coercion, of SAARC 
capitals 

 
South Asian Strategy 
•  Domineering confrontation to conciliation and accommodation 
•  Develop the roads, rail links, energy pipelines, and power grids to access markets 

and resources in Central Asia, the Middle East, and Southeast Asia 
•  South Asia as “geopolitical marketplace” 

•  New Delhi vs. Beijing (or Washington)  
•  Environment 

•  To manage climate change (shared Indus, Ganges, Brahmaputra systems), 
require SAARC cooperation 

 
 



‘Looking Beyond’ 
Pakistan: The Long Haul 
Bilateral trade at $2.1 billion; political enmity; nuclear buildup; terrorism 
 
•  Delhi eschewed retaliatory military build-ups 

•  Nuclearization, fragmentation of  militant groups = high costs of  military 
conflict 

•  Kashmir: Slow revocation of  AFSPA; backchannel talks on open border 
•  American pressure to divert Pak military from east to west 
•  Indian Defense realignment away from Pakistan (to China, Indian Ocean) 

•  Refutation of  ‘India Threat’ Narrative 
•  National Discourse on identity 

•  Trade 
•  Most-Favored Nation 
•  Indian unilateral tariff  reductions 
•  TAPI, IPI to fill Pakistan energy needs; economic leverage over India 

•  Water management 
•  Technical and political management of  Indus Water System 
•  “Virtual water” through trade of  water-intensive agro goods 



‘Looking Beyond’ 

 
 

India’s strategic evolution, centered on balancing China and 
connecting with the world beyond the subcontinent, aims to 

diminish tensions amongst its South Asian neighbors.  
 

This new environment of  conciliation will enable the SAARC 
countries to set the foundations for the intra-regional 

infrastructures that economically re-integrate the subcontinent. 
 


